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Reading and Understanding Whole Numbers

1 Enter a 6 digit number into a calculator. Make sure it contains 1 zero. 

2  Pass the calculator to your partner. Their job is to remove the zero 
ĨƌŽŵ�ƚŚĞ�ĐĂůĐƵůĂƚŽƌ�ƵƐŝŶŐ�ŽŶĞ�ĂĚĚŝƟŽŶ�Žƌ�ƐƵďƚƌĂĐƟŽŶ�ƉƌŽďůĞŵ͘�

3  If they can read the number correctly and explain how they did it in 1 step they 
score 10 points. 

4� �̂ ǁĂƉ�ƌŽůĞƐ͘�dŚĞ�ĮƌƐƚ�ƉĞƌƐŽŶ�ƚŽ�ƐĐŽƌĞ�ϱϬ�ƉŽŝŶƚƐ�ǁŝŶƐ�ƚŚĞ�ŐĂŵĞ͘

What to 
do next

What 
to do

'ĞƫŶŐ�
ƌĞĂĚǇ

Zero the Hero apply

/Ŷ�ƚŚŝƐ�ĂĐƟǀŝƚǇ͕ �ǇŽƵ�ĂƌĞ�ŐŽŝŶŐ�ƚŽ�ŵĂŬĞ�ĚŝīĞƌĞŶƚ�ŶƵŵďĞƌƐ�ďǇ�
ƉĞƌĨŽƌŵŝŶŐ�ŽƉĞƌĂƟŽŶƐ��;ŶŽƚ�ƚŚĞ�ŵĞĚŝĐĂů�ŬŝŶĚͿ�ƚŽ�ƌĞŵŽǀĞ�ǌĞƌŽƐ�
from a number. You will work with a partner. You’ll need 
a calculator to share.

�ĂŶ�ǇŽƵ�ŝŶǀĞŶƚ�Ă�ƐŝŵŝůĂƌ�ŐĂŵĞ�ƵƐŝŶŐ�Ă�ĐĂůĐƵůĂƚŽƌ͍��ŽĞƐ�ŝƚ�ŶĞĞĚ�ƚŽ�ďĞ�ŚĂƌĚĞƌ�Žƌ�ĞĂƐŝĞƌ�
ĨŽƌ�ǇŽƵ�ƚŽ�ĞŶũŽǇ�ƉůĂǇŝŶŐ�ŝƚ͍�,Žǁ�ĐŽƵůĚ�ǇŽƵ�ĐŚĂŶŐĞ�ŝƚ͍�tŚĂƚ�ǁŝůů�ǇŽƵ�ĂƐŬ�ǇŽƵƌ�ƉĂƌƚŶĞƌ�
ĚŽ�ǁŝƚŚ�ƚŚĞ�ŶƵŵďĞƌƐ͍�dƌǇ�ŝƚ�ŽƵƚ�ĂŶĚ�ƌĞĮŶĞ�ŝƚ�ƵŶƟů�ŝƚ�ǁŽƌŬƐ�ǁĞůů͘�

tƌŝƚĞ�ĚŽǁŶ�ǇŽƵƌ�ŝŶƐƚƌƵĐƟŽŶƐ�ƐŽ�ƚŚĂƚ�ĂŶŽƚŚĞƌ�ƚĞĂŵ�ĐĂŶ�ƉůĂǇ�ǇŽƵƌ�ŐĂŵĞ͘�^ǁĂƉ�ǇŽƵƌ�
ŝŶƐƚƌƵĐƟŽŶƐ�ǁŝƚŚ�ĂŶŽƚŚĞƌ�ƚĞĂŵ�ĂŶĚ�ƉůĂǇ�ĞĂĐŚ�ŽƚŚĞƌ Ɛ͛�ŐĂŵĞ͘�

�ŶƚĞƌ�ƚŚĞ�ŶƵŵďĞƌ�ϰϲ�ϳϴϯ�ŝŶƚŽ�ǇŽƵƌ�ĐĂůĐƵůĂƚŽƌ͘ � 
/�ǁĂŶƚ�ƚŽ�ƐĞĞ�Ă�ǌĞƌŽ�ŝŶ�ƚŚĞ�ŚƵŶĚƌĞĚƐ�ƉůĂĐĞ͘��ĂŶ͛ƚ�
do it? Drop down and give me 20 push-ups.

Having problems reading the numbers? You could put 
ƚŚĞ�ŶƵŵďĞƌƐ�ƵŶĚĞƌ�ŚĞĂĚŝŶŐƐ�ƚŽ�ŚĞůƉ�ǇŽƵ�ŝĚĞŶƟĨǇ�ƚŚĞ�
value of the zero.
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